Township of Watersmeet

2024 Master Plan and Recreation Plan Survey
Summary Results

August 5, 2024

Township Action: On July 1, 2024 the Township of Watersmeet launched a public survey. This survey
was open from July 1-Jul 31, 2024. The intention of the survey was to solicit, collect, and analyze input
from residents and property owners in the township. The results will be used to help focus and guide
activities by the township government.

Survey Response: The survey received enthusiastic participation. Exactly 250 survey responses were
collected. That constitutes a large percentage of residents and property owners of Watersmeet as
compared to typical surveys of this type.

Survey Summary Results: A full report of the survey results will be posted to the Watersmeet Township
website. The information below is a summary of the results showing highlights and the most frequent
responses provided.

Most Wanted Outdoor Recreation and Activities:
Outdoor Recreation Facilities (Weighted Average-5 is highest score):

Community Garden (3.44)
Public Parks (3.30)

Picnic Areas (3.28)

Public Beaches (3.26)

Ice Rink (3.14)
Pickleball/Tennis (2.86)
Disc Golf (1.97)
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Community Activities or Events (Percentage):

1. Farmers Markets (91%)
2. Community Picnics and Events (35%)
3. Other (15%)

Other (percentages not calculated):

Dog park
ATV/Biking/Walking Trails



Most Wanted Businesses and Services:

Businesses (Percentage):

1.
2.
3.

Hardware/General Supply (83%)
Restaurants (66%)
Grocery/Household (52%)

Township Services (Percentage):

1.
2.
3.

EMS/Ambulance (76%)
Roads, sidewalks, and signage (54%)
Volunteer fire protection (48%)

Housing (Percentage):

1.
2.
3.

Single family (56%)
Elderly/Retirement (54%)
Affordable housing (43%)

Assistance (Percentage):

1.
2.
3.

Housing (58%)
Food (54%)
Low-income (35%)

Ordinance Related Results:

Ordinances (Weighted Average):
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Quality of environment (4.36)

Shoreline and Water Quality (4.31)

Protect property values (4.28)

Natural character/Environmental quality (4.28)
Ensure building projects are safe and efficient (4.06)
Maximum use of land (4.03)

Short-term rental (Percentage):

1.
2.
3.

Highly restrictive (42%)
Moderately restrictive (37%)
Low level of restriction (17%)



Respondent Demographics:

Respondent Location (Percentage):

Lake (72%)

In town (14%)

In Recreation and Forestry Zone (R&F) (9%)
Multiple properties in different zones (5%)
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Resident vs Non-Resident Property Owner (Percentage):

1. Year-Round Resident (64%)
2. Part time: vacation home or recreational property owner (36%)

Respondent Age Ranges (Percentage):

60-69 (36%)
50-59 (24%)
70-79 (20%)
40-49 (12%)
30-39 (6%)
80-89 (6%)
18-29 (3%)

No answer (2%)
. 90-99 (0%)

10. 100+ (0%)
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Other notable issues (percentages not calculated):

e Wake boat ordinances

e Music/Concert events

e Library

e Organic/Not forced growth - keep Watersmeet small



